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Implementation of the 1997 law to date has

been uneven. At least in the short run, a
number of factors appear to have worked
against consistently harsh application . . . .
Still life since the passage of the law has not
been easy for many who wish to worship out-
side the folds of the Moscow [Russian Ortho-
dox] Patriarchate. The first 15 months of the
new law included at least 69 specific in-
stances of state harassment, restriction or
threat of restriction against non-Moscow Pa-
triarchate religious communities in the Rus-
sian Republic.

For instance, I wonder if it was a coinci-
dence that a few days after the Presidential
Determination, the Russian Federation Min-
istry of Justice rejected the application of the
Society of Jesuits for official registration. For
that matter, most of the property seized by the
Communists from the Roman Catholic Church
in Russia has not been restored.

In the city of Moscow, which is considered
a liberal jurisdiction, the Jehovah’s Witnesses
have been subjected to a protracted trial that
threatens to return them to ‘‘underground’’ sta-
tus.

In Stavropol, the local Moslem community
has not only been refused the return of a
mosque that had been seized by the Com-
munists, but also been prevented from holding
worship services in other quarters. A provincial
official justified this policy by saying that Mos-
lems only make up 10 percent of the popu-
lation in the city.

These are only a few of the most prominent
cases of concern. In rural areas, local officials
attempt to hinder worship activities by a num-
ber of subterfuges, ranging from the refusal to
rent city property to religious groups without
their own premises to outright threats and
eviction of missionaries.

Therefore, while I believe the Presidential
Determination is, by and large, acceptable at
this time, I would emphasize the reference to
‘‘continued and close monitoring’’ of the situa-
tion. In my opinion, the Administration has
done a good job of monitoring the Russian re-
ligious liberty situation, and I trust these efforts
will continue. As Chairman of the Commission
on Security and Cooperation in Europe, I urge
the Russian government to take every appro-
priate step to see that religious freedom is a
reality for all in Russia, and I know the Con-
gress will continue to follow this issue closely.
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Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in memory of the late Reverend Seamus
O’Shaughnessy, a well known champion of
civil rights, peace activist, and 29-year Arch-
diocese of Miami priest who died earlier this
month at Little Flower Catholic Church in Hol-
lywood. Father O’Shaughnessy will be remem-
bered as an outspoken and passionate advo-
cate for minority rights.

Born in 1940 in Limerick City, Ireland, Fa-
ther O’Shaughnessy learned about the Arch-
diocese of Miami through a recruitment offer,
came to our city, and was assigned as the as-
sistant pastor of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary
in Perrine. Subsequently, he served in other

parishes, and he helped to organize the First
National Black Catholic Congress in 1987.

Reverend O’Shaughnessy formed a local
chapter of Orita Rite, a group that recognizes
the rites of passage into adulthood of young
people of color. This active priest often wore
kente cloth when speaking at his Catholic
Church.

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege for me to pay
tribute to a priest who was so vigorous in ad-
vancing minority rights. Father O’Shaughnessy
will be missed by his congregation and his
many friends in the community.
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Mr. WISE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to remind all
Americans and especially West Virginians that
this week is Arson Awareness Week. As a
member of the Congressional Fire Service
Caucus, I support the efforts of the Inter-
national Association of Arson Investigators
and their West Virginia Chapter who will cele-
brate the IAAI’s 50th Anniversary this year.

The IAAI in cooperation with the United
States Fire Administration educates the public
about the hundreds of innocent people who
die each year and the millions of dollars of
property damage caused by the arsonist’s
match. I am proud of what the West Virginia
Chapter of the IAAI has done to control arson.
The Chapter provides advanced training for
police, fire and insurance personnel. They also
work to educate West Virginians about how
arson affects their lives.

The intentional burning of homes, busi-
nesses and cars has long been a problem.
Even more outrageous was when our places
of worship came under attack. I proudly
worked with my colleagues in a bipartisan ef-
fort to prevent more church burnings. Through
the efforts of the Congressional Fire Services
Institute, an educational program was pre-
sented nationwide for church leaders. The
West Virginia Chapter of the International As-
sociation of Arson Investigators conducted
many of these programs.

I am proud of my long relationship with the
West Virginia Fire Service. I know that many
of our firefighters risk their lives extinguishing
these intentionally set blazes. That is why I
will continue to work to prevent arson so our
fire fighters won’t be endangered. Mr. Speak-
er, I join with all members of Congress in re-
minding Americans that we must work to-
gether to prevent arson.
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
I am pleased today to recognize the Cabernet
Sauvignon winegrape, indisputably the grape
that put California and the United States on
the international wine map.

Cabernet Sauvignon will be celebrated in
my hometown St. Helena, California from May

10 to May 16 by the California Cabernet Soci-
ety, the Culinary Institute of America, and the
Wine Spectator Greystone Restaurant, and it’s
fitting that we honor the ‘‘king’’ of red wines.

Each year the California Cabernet Society
stages a Spring Barrel Tasting to showcase
the most recent vintage. This year’s tasting
will, for the first time, kick off an entire week,
Cabernet Week, highlighting this varietal and
offering consumers the opportunity to taste
rare and older offerings of America’s most
treasured grape.

Cabernet Sauvignon, Mr. Speaker, has a
long and distinguished history in California and
the United States dating back to the late
1800’s. It is a remarkably steady and con-
sistent performer throughout much of the
state. In certain areas, it is capable of ren-
dering wines of uncommon depth, richness,
concentration and longevity. It rises to the
greatest heights in Napa Valley and its smaller
appellations such as Calistoga, Oakville, Ruth-
erford, and the Stags Leap District. It also per-
forms exceptionally well in the mountains on
both sides of the valley, and in select vine-
yards in Alexander Valley, Dry Creek Valley,
Sonoma Valley, Sonoma Mountain, Paso
Robles, and in the Santa Cruz Mountains.

I need not remind my colleagues that the re-
nowned 1976 Paris tasting rocked the inter-
national wine world by placing California Ca-
bernet Sauvignon on the same playing field
with Bordeaux. Indeed, a few of California’s
offerings were judged as superior wines. A
1973 Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars’ Cabernet
Sauvignon scored highest when matched
against French Bordeaux, which is also made
from the Cabernet Sauvignon grape. In fact,
American wines made a very strong showing
throughout the competition. The Paris tasting
gave international recognition and much-need-
ed momentum to American vintners, American
wines, and American methods of grape grow-
ing and wine production.

Cabernet Sauvignon has come a long way
since 1976 and has become a model inspiring
vintners in France, Italy, Spain, South Africa,
Chile, Australia and New Zealand to adopt our
New World technology and technique. Caber-
net produces wines of great intensity and
depth of flavor. A $1.5 billion business in Cali-
fornia, Cabernet Sauvignon is the most regal
of all wines and is second only to Zinfandel in
total red-wine acreage. Because of the high
esteem of Cabernet and the way it com-
pliments a meal, a huge proportion of the vari-
etal wines are sold in the best restaurants
worldwide.

Mr. Speaker, I believe it is fitting and appro-
priate at this time to honor Cabernet
Sauvignon, the king of red wine. I raise my
glass to the California Cabernet Society, the
Culinary Institute of America and the Wine
Spectator Greystone Restaurant for their tre-
mendous generosity to the community and
their meritorious service, and I wish them well
this coming Cabernet Week.
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Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay

tribute to one of Arizona’s finest young people,
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